
 
 
 

 
Press Release 
 
For immediate release 
 
Thursday, 24th June 2021 

 

Capacity Expansion and New MD as Futamura 

Celebrates Five Year Anniversary 

Futamura UK, Wigton, has announced investment plans for an additional casting 

machine to expand capacity in their thriving cellulose films business. The 

investment plans come as Futamura celebrates its five-year anniversary since 

acquiring the cellulose films business in July 2016.   

 

Futamura has enjoyed year-on-year sales growth, due to rising demand for their 

renewable and compostable NatureFlex films.  Andy Sweetman, Sales & Marketing 

Director EMEA said; “consumer demand for sustainable packaging has driven a 

steady increase in sales for us. As the market demand grows, so are we. The new 

casting machine will allow us to better serve our customers by reducing lead-times 

and increasing overall capacity.” The machine build will commence in Q3. 

 

At the successful close of their first five-year plan, Futamura looks ahead to the 

next five years with the appointment of Adrian Cave as Managing Director, from 1st 

July 2021. Adrian is currently Finance Director for Futamura EMEA, and takes the 

reins from exiting Managing Director, Graeme Coulthard, who begins his retirement 

at the end of June. Adrian said, “It is an honour to have been appointed Managing 

Director and I will be proud to lead an experienced, passionate and dedicated 

Futamura UK and Europe team. I would like to thank Graeme for all that he has 

done for the company, he leaves behind a strong legacy. The growth we have seen 

over the past five years is set to continue and we look forward to further investments 

in equipment, as well as advancing our exciting R&D projects.” 

Ends 

Note to Editor 

Futamura Chemicals Company Limited is a major producer of plastic and cellulose (NatureFlex™ & 
Cellophane™) films. Following the acquisition of Innovia Films cellulose business, Futamura has a 
global footprint with production sites in the UK, USA and Japan.  It holds a leading global position in 
the markets for renewable and compostable packaging films and cellulose casings.  Worldwide 
Futamura employs some 1500 people, with a focus on safety, high quality speciality products, R&D, 
customer service and ethical, sustainable partnerships. 
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